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SUBJECT: HMG AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

REF: LONDON 3718 

1 . A SOURCE CLOSE TO THE PRIME MINISTER HAS TOLD US 
THAT DR. OWEN'S MARCH 3 SPEECH ON HUMAN RIGHTS WAS VERY 
MUCH HIS OWN IDEA. IT IS A CAUSE TO WHICH THE FOREIGN 
SECRETARY IS PERSONALLY COMMITTED AND ON WHICH HE FEELS A 
CLOSE AFFINITY WITH PRESIDENT CARTER. THE PRIME MINISTER 
VETTED OWEN'S SPEECH AND, ACCORDING TO OUR SOURCE, TONED 
DOWN SOME OF THE "CONFRONTATIONAL ASPECTS." 

2. THE PRIME MINISTER, HE SAID (IN STRICTEST CON- 
FIDENCE), APPRECIATED THAT OWEN WANTED TO DEAL WITH A 
MAJOR ISSUE IN HIS FIRST PUBLIC ADDRESS AS FOREIGN 
SECRETARY, BUT HE WAS ALSO AOPREHEN SI VE THAT THE SOVIETS 
MIGHT INTERORET OWEN'S SPEECH AS THE SIGNAL FOR A POLICY 
CHANGE, I.E., A DELIBERATE DECISION BY HMG TO TAKE A 
TOUGHER LINE. IN ANY EVENT, THE PRIME MINISTER HAS LET 

IT BE KNOWN THAT THIS IS NOT THE BEGINNING OF A 
"CAMPAIGN" ON HUMAN RIGHTS. THE UK, ACCORDING TO OUR 
SOURCE, CANNOT AFFORD TO GET OUT IN FRONT ON THIS ISSUE. 

3. COMMENT: EVEN BEFORE OWEN'S SPEECH, SOVIET 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 LONDON 03759 071127Z 

AMBASSADOR LUNKOV HAD REGISTERED THE USSR'S STRONG 
DISPLEASURE WITH BRITISH STAND ON FAMILY REUNIFICATION. 

WHILE THE PRIME MINISTER AND THE FOREIGN SECRETARY BOTH 
FAVOR CAREFULLY NUANCED APOROACHES TO HUMAN RIGHTS, 

IT APPEARS CALLAGHAN MAV BE A BIT MORE SENSITIVE TO 
SOVIET PRESSURE, READIER TO LET THE US MAKE THE RUNNING. 
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